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ADMISSIONS POLICY – 2018-2019 

General Principles 

 

Avon Valley is a mixed comprehensive College for boys and girls of all abilities aged 11-18. 

Avon Valley College is situated in the village of Durrington ten miles from Salisbury and three 

miles from Stonehenge. 

 

Ethos 

 

At Avon Valley College we are committed to the principle of achievement for all. No young 

person would be prevented from admittance to the College provided that the College has the 

places and resources to meet their needs. We regard good behaviour, loyalty to, respect for 

others, endeavour, team work and commitment as important attributes and expect our 

students to pursue excellence in all that they undertake. 

 

We ask all parents applying for a place at Avon Valley College to recognize and support this 

ethos and its importance to the school. 

 

Definitions and Details 

 

There is no guarantee of a place for children living in our priority admission area. 

 

The school will endeavour to provide places for pupils who live outside the priority admissions 

area whose parents wish them to attend Avon Valley College provided that they can be 

accommodated within the admissions limit.  

 

Admission to Avon Valley College is not dependent on any ‘voluntary’ contribution. 

Pupils will be admitted at the age of 11+ using the criteria below. The admissions number for 

academic year 2018/19 will be 175. 

 

The Admission Authority for Avon Valley College is the Trust Board.  The school participates in the 

Local Authority co-ordinated scheme and all deadlines within that should be adhered to by 

applicants. 
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As required by the regulations of 2005 the school will give priority to applications on behalf of 

children in public care (looked after children). Children with statements of Special Education 

Needs naming the school will be processed by the Central SEN team at County Hall. 

Avon Valley College uses the following feeder schools:  

 

Bulford St. Leonard’s C of E Primary School 

Bulford Kiwi Primary School    

Durrington All Saints Infants  

Durrington Junior School  

Figheldean St Michaels  

Larkhill 

Netheravon All Saints 

 

Avon Valley College will endeavour to provide a place for those students where the child 

currently attends the feeder schools of the Avon Valley College cluster. 

 

Our priority admission area is in the village of Durrington and the following villages: 

 

Ablington  Enford  Longstreet House 

Alton   Fifiled  Milston 

Brigmertson  Figheldean Netheravon 

Bulford  Fittleton New Town 

Bulford Camp Haxton West Chisenbury 

Compton  Larkhill  Coombe 

Littlecott  Longstreet East Chisenbury 

 

Applications  

 

All applications will be dealt with in accordance with the principles of this policy. 

 

The College uses the same timetable for applications as Wiltshire Local Authority. Submissions for 

joining year 7 in September, 2018 must have been received by Wiltshire Council by noon on the 

31st October 2017. 

 

A paper application form may be obtained from the College or from Wiltshire Council (01225 

713010). 

The application form may be completed electronically and submitted online at: 

www.wiltshire.gov.uk/school-admission-form-secondary 

  

If your child has a statement of Special Educational Needs you cannot apply online or use the 

common application form.  You must contact your case worker. 

 

Late applications (i.e. those received at Wiltshire Council after 31st October). 

 

file:///C:/Users/Rachel%20Ure/Documents/SPA%20Trust/www.wiltshire.gov.uk/school-admission-form-secondary
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In exceptional circumstances County may re-assign applications if they are received before 4th 

January. Other late applications will not be processed by County until after the notification 

date on the 1st March. 

 

Early entry before the age of 11: 

 

In exceptional circumstances children may make an early transfer into Avon Valley College; 

 

• Discuss this option with the Headteacher of the primary school 

• Discuss this option with the Assistant Principal Safeguarding at Avon Valley College 

• Contact the School Admission Team for advice  

 

Deferred entry: 

In exceptional circumstances children may delay their transfer into Avon Valley College 

 

• Discuss this option with the relevant primary school headteacher 

• Discuss this option with the Director of Staff and Student Welfare at Avon Valley College 

• Contact the School Admission Team for advice 

• If English is an additional language you may want to contact the Ethnic Minority 

Achievement Service (EMAS) on 01225 713517 

 

In year applications: 

 

All in year applications will be dealt with in accordance with the principles of this policy. 

 

• You child must not be removed from their present school until an alternative placement 

has been agreed. 

• Avon Valley College will consider and process in year applications at the beginning of 

each new term; September, November, January, mid February, April and June 

 

Applications from Forces Families: 

 

Contact the Customer Care Team at Wiltshire Council on 01225 713010 for advice at the earliest 

opportunity.  You may apply as soon as you have your posting notice. 

 

Applications for 6th Form: 

 

All applications must be made directly to the College. 

 

Check www.avonvalleycollege.org.uk to see the subjects available and the entry requirements. 

Only in exceptional circumstances will applications be considered after the end of the first term 

i.e. October.  

Oversubscription 

 

file:///C:/Users/Rachel%20Ure/Documents/SPA%20Trust/www.avonvalleycollege.org.uk
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Looked after children for whom the school is deemed to be appropriate will take top priority. In 

the event of oversubscription admissions from within the priority admission area will be 

considered first and determined using the following criteria: 

 

1. Children with a brother or sister attending the school at the time of application with a 

reasonable expectation they will be attending at the time of the start of the new academic 

year. This includes step, foster or half and only applies to siblings who are resident at the same 

address. 

2. Children residing in the priority admission area defined above and according tour map. 

If you need clarification of the exact boundaries, please contact the school. 

3. Proximity of the child’s home to Avon Valley using a straight line distance from the main 

entrance of Avon Valley College to the main door of the residence, with those living closest to 

the school being given priority. 

 

Proof of residence will be required. Where two adults have shared responsibility for their child 

they should submit a common application for their preferred school/s. The address on the child 

benefit notification will be taken as evidence of residency. The offer of a place may be 

withdrawn if proof of residency is not met. 

 

Applications from outside the priority admissions area described above will be determined by 

the following criteria: 

 

1. Children with a brother or sister (sibling) attending the school at the time of application 

with a reasonable expectation they will be attending at the time of the start of the new 

academic year. This includes step, foster or half and only applies to siblings who are resident at 

the same address. 

2. Children residing outside the priority admission area. 

3. Proximity of the child’s home to Avon Valley using a straight line distance from the main 

entrance of Avon Valley College to the main door of the residence, with those living closest to 

the school being given priority. 

 

Proof of residence will be required. Where two adults have shared responsibility for their child 

they should submit a common application for their preferred school/s. The address on the child 

benefit notification will be taken as evidence of residency. The offer of a place may be 

withdrawn if proof of residency is not met. 

 

Exceptional medical or social circumstances supported by written evidence may override the 

above. Any such applications must be received by the closing date in the coordinated scheme 

and will be considered by the Admissions Committee of the school. 

 

The evidence should come from at least one registered health professional and should set out 

the particular reasons why Avon Valley College is the most suitable school. Evidence pertaining 

to the need of the child to attend Avon Valley College because of an aptitude or interest in our 

specialism will not be considered under these criteria.  The evidence must be included with the 

application form. 
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Appeals 

 

If you are not offered a place at our school you have the right to appeal to an independent 

panel. Appeal papers will normally be sent out with offer letters to all those parents who were 

offered a school lower on their preference list than Avon Valley College. Please ensure that 

these are headed with the school name and address and are returned to the Clerk to the 

appeal panel at the school. The closing date on the appeal application form must be adhered 

to. If you are in any doubt please contact the school and we will send you appeal forms. 

 

All appeals should be heard by the same panel and it is difficult to slot in late applications. 

Appeals will be heard before 6 July or the first working day afterwards if the 6 July is a weekend. 

 

The Local Government Ombudsman can investigate written complaints about 

maladministration on the part of a panel hearing appeals. Maladministration covers issues such 

as failure to follow correct procedures or a failure to act independently and fairly, rather than 

complaints where a person simply feels that the decision taken is wrong.  A leaflet is obtainable 

from 

 

Commission for Local Administration in England, 10th floor, Millbank Tower, Millbank, London, 

SW1P 4QP or telephone 0845 6021983 

 

Links to other policies: 

 

Whole School Behaviour Policy  

Anti-bullying policy 

Health and Safety Policy  

Child Protection Equalities Policy 

School Improvement Plan 

 

 


